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Mollohan announces new urologic research institute





An estimated 30,350 American men will lose their lives to prostate cancer this year---one death every 18 minutes. A newly formed research institute in Wheeling, West Virginia, plans to change this statistic.





At a press conference on Monday March 6, 2006, Congressman Alan B. Mollohan publicly announced formation of the Urologic Research Institute, which will focus on innovative research methods directed toward the effective prevention, diagnosis and treatment of prostate cancer and other urologic disorders.





Gregory S. Merrick, M.D., one of the country’s leading urologic radiation oncologists, spearheaded the creation of the Institute and is now serving as its executive director.  Patients from 29 states and 10 foreign countries have sought Merrick’s expertise for treating prostate cancer.





  According to Merrick, “My team and I have been conducting ground-breaking research for years, but we needed to create an entity that would better allow us to promote, raise funds for and achieve our goals.  We are grateful to the West Virginia High Technology Consortium Foundation, Wheeling Jesuit University and the Schiffler Cancer Center at Wheeling Hospital for helping to make this Institute a reality.”  





The National Cancer Institute reports that prostate cancer is the most common form of cancer (excluding skin cancer) and the second leading cause of cancer-related deaths among men in the United States.  The West Virginia Cancer Registry indicates that cancer of the prostate was the most commonly diagnosed cancer in West Virginia men during 1998-2003.  In addition, cancer of the prostate in West Virginia was the second leading cause of cancer-related mortality in men during 1998-2002, accounting for one in ten male cancer deaths.





According to Mollohan, “With the expertise of Dr. Merrick and his team, West Virginia can position itself as a leader in the fight against prostate cancer.  The Urologic Research Institute will bring human resource talent to our state as a result of a world-class research facility with cutting-edge technology.”





While prostate cancer is a primary focus of the Urologic Research Institute, Merrick and his team are also interested in other urologic disorders including testicular cancer and erectile dysfunction.  The Benedum Foundation recently awarded a grant to the Institute for providing state-wide testicular cancer education and teaching young men appropriate testicular self-examination techniques for improving early detection rates.
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